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Gorgeous outdoor panoramas and 
welcoming interior spaces awaited 
visitors to The New American 
Home 2016 (TNAH) in Las Vegas. 
Each year TNAH is built to serve 
as a showcase of the hottest new 
products, innovative construction 
methods and the latest design 
trends to educate and inspire 
remodelers, builders and designers 
who attend the International 
Builders Show in January. 
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The many small rooms in our clients’ newly purchased 
home made the interior feel dark and cramped. They 
desired an open layout with plenty of natural light, 
but they also wanted to stay within the confines of 
their home’s original footprint. This called for the 
skillful re-engineering of the existing space—one of 
Tibma Design/Build’s specialties.

On the first floor, our clients wished to expand their kitchen 
into the family room to create a wide open space where the 
family could hang out and entertain. They envisioned a seamless 
transition that would facilitate traffic flow throughout the 
area. For us to accomplish this required the removal of a load-
bearing wall between the kitchen and family room, a structural 
engineering feat in itself!

The spacious new kitchen offers an abundance of workspace with 
multiple prep zones. The layout includes both a sizable central 
island, as well as a peninsula with an overhang where stools may 
be pulled up to the counter. The gorgeous Ice White Blue granite 
countertops help brighten the space. We also added several tall 
windows to the exterior wall of the new kitchen/living area. These 
let in plentiful natural light and create a strong connection to the 
backyard, enhancing the supervision of children playing outside. 
Beautiful new oak wood flooring, finished with Tibma’s three-coat 
system, unifies the kitchen/living area. This is where our clients 
now spend most of their time together.

Telephone (781) 453-0414     Website www.TibmaDesignBuild.com      Email info@tibmadesignbuild.com
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The design team wanted to harmonize the color palette of the 
home with its surrounding organic topography that is covered with 
beautiful dark rocks. Using actual samples of hillside rocks they 
developed a stone veneer that matches both color and texture. The 
veneer was used extensively, flowing seamlessly throughout the 
home from the exterior to the interior spaces. The home looks as if 
it is emerging from the ridge on which it was built.

Another important element of the home is the extensive use of 
full-height glass that takes advantage of the amazing views. The 
majority of glass is north and east-facing to avoid excessive heat 
from the sun. The glass features an advanced LoE coating that 
blocks the transfer of heat and cold. Where there is south or west-
facing glass, it was designed with large overhangs to minimize 

the exposure to harsh direct 
sunlight. 

This year’s home features 
common gathering spaces 
centered among several 
private living areas. The plan 
was designed to fit the needs 
of a wide array of possible 
homeowners—from empty-
nesters, to families, to people 
who love to entertain.

The open plan layout of the 
kitchen, adjacent living area 
and outdoor living spaces 
displays very smooth, clean 

lines. A balance was achieved of 
sustainable materials, including 
the cabinetry that meets the 
strict CARB II formaldehyde 
emission standards. Texture 
is brought in via the tile on 
the backsplash, as well as the 
textured finish in Kona on the 
perimeter cabinetry. Warmth is 
created through the lovely marble 
stone that is used to clad the ventilation 
system, and the Linear Bronze finish on the 
island cabinetry that adds reflectance. 

For the furnishings, a myriad of rich, warm colors were used to 
counterbalance the strong dark influence of the rock. These colors 
were layered with many shades of neutral taupes. Strong accent 
colors of orange and turquoise were inspired by the stunning 
sunsets with the backdrop of the lighted Vegas strip in the distance.

Advanced technology is demonstrated throughout the home. 
Exciting examples are the specially designed lift-and-slide exterior 
glass doors that actually lock in place. These doors help maintain 
the air quality because they stop air penetration. Another feature is 
an integrated home automation system that enables homeowners 
via an app to control lighting, climate, shades, entertainment 
and security from a single interface. The home achieves a very 
high level of energy efficiency, most noteworthy features being 
the air tightness of its thermal shell and the use of solar energy. 
It is designed to exceed the requirements for certification to the 
Emerald level of the National Green Building Standard. 

Ph
ot

os
: C

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 Je

ff 
D

av
is

 P
ho

to
gr

ap
hy

Best of 

KBIS
2016

Awe-Inspiring
(continued from page 1)



33

New Product Introductions

All it takes are sunny 
skies and warmer 
weather to shift people 
outside to eat, play, 
watch tv and relax. 
Fresh air, sunshine 
and the sounds and 
sights of the natural 
environment are 
invigorating, especially 
after being confined to 
the office all day. With 
this in mind when they 
remodel, homeowners 
are choosing to open 
their homes’ interior 
spaces to the outdoors 

for a truly seamless integration of the two. As the floor-to-ceiling 
glass walls glide open, friends and family may transition from the 
kitchen to the outside deck in a smooth, uninterrupted flow.

If you would like this kind of seamless transition for your home, 
one of the things to keep in mind when you remodel is the 

flooring. The best way to create an uninterrupted flow underfoot 
is by choosing a material that may be used both indoors and 
outdoors. Porcelain tile is a perfect fit. 

High quality porcelain tile that is designed for outdoor use is 
extremely dense, non-porous and load-bearing. Its advantages 
over natural stone or cement pavers is that it does not stain or 
absorb water and it has anti-slip properties as well. It is resistant to 
fire and fading, and does not rot, mold, scratch, warp or splinter. 
It is suitable for any climate—including those with freezing 
temperatures. No special treatments, like staining or sealing, are 
necessary to maintain the beauty of the tile. You simply use a leaf 
blower or a garden hose when you want to clean it.

Outdoor porcelain tile is suitable for balconies, roof decks, patios, 
and terraces. It may be installed in a variety of ways, including on 
a raised frame without 
grout or adhesives, over 
compacted sand or gravel, 
and using a traditional 
grout method. It is 
available in several sizes 
and a multitude of colors. 

Each year the Kitchen and Bath Industry 
Show (KBIS) encourages their exhibiting 
manufacturers to enter new products 
into the Best of KBIS contest. A group of 
design professionals walked the show 
floor to review each of the more than 
150 entries in order to select 2016’s 
most innovative and trend-forward 
products for the kitchen and bath. 
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Best of Show – Perfect Steam Washer 
with SmartBoost Technology and 
LuxCare Wash by Electrolux
A first-of-its-kind technology called 
SmartBoost delivers a deep clean by 
premixing water and detergent in a special 
chamber before the wash cycle begins. 

Best of Kitchen: Gold – Kaza 
Concrete by Walker Zanger
The Kaza collection incorporates 
tactile 3-D elements for bold 
accent walls. The interchangeable 
textures, patterns and colors in the 
collection permit a variety of looks.

Ph
ot

o:
 C

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 W

al
ke

r 
Z

an
ge

r 
(w

w
w

.w
al

ke
rz

an
ge

r.c
om

)

Ph
ot

o:
 C

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 D

X
V

 (
w

w
w

.d
xv

.c
om

)

Ph
ot

os
: C

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 M

br
ic

o 
(m

br
ic

ot
ile

de
ck

s.
co

m
)

Best of Bath: Gold – Vibrato Faucet, 
DXV by American Standard
The Vibrato is one of the first ready-for-
market working residential faucets to 
be 3D printed in metal. Designed with a 
concealed waterway, it allows water to flow 
from what appears to be a hollow spout.

© 2016 RT Marketing inc. Articles represent opinion of authors. Although all is said to the best of our knowledge, we assume no liability for any of the contents. Reproduction not permitted without permission.
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 Needham, MA 02494

Wellesley:
8 Pilgrim Circle 
Wellesley, MA 02481

(781) 453-0414
www.TibmaDesignBuild.com
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Wide Open 
Spaces

perfectly expressing your individuality

The downstairs half bath was removed from its original location in the 
family room and given a private entrance from the new mudroom. 
Porcelain tile designed to look like slate provides the mudroom floor 
with an attractive, yet durable surface.

On the second floor, our clients dreamed of a generous master 
bathroom, with a large shower, dual sinks and privacy for the toilet. 
The existing dressing area in the master bathroom didn’t function very 
well for them, so we tore down the walls and started from scratch. The 
new bathroom has a privacy wall for the toilet and a large open shower 
with a bench. The roomy vanity is six foot wide with two sinks, lots of 
countertop space, and a convenient stack of drawers placed between 
the two sinks. 

Other amenities include the 280 cfm remote motor fan with an exhaust 
port in the toilet area and just outside the shower area. A timer switch 
is installed next to the shower, allowing our clients to set a specific 
length of time for the fan to operate before it automatically shuts itself 
off. A towel hook attached to one of the shower’s glass panels puts a 
dry towel within easy reach of the bather. A large built-in linen closet is 
tucked behind the shower. 

The master bath is finished in soft, calming colors for a spa feel. Lovely 
Crema Marfil marble was utilized in multiple locations, such as the 
vanity countertop, shower bench, threshold, and shampoo shelves. 
Porcelain tiles mimicking the Crema Marfil marble were selected for the 
floors and the shower walls. 

“We really appreciate Tibma Design/Build. The company brought us good 
value without blowing out our budget. With their help, we were able to buy 
a home with the attributes that we wanted and prioritize the areas that 
would enable us enjoy the house from day one, recognizing that there will 
certainly be more things we’d like to improve about the home over time. We 
happily recommend Tibma to anyone interested in remodeling their home.”
—Katie D.,  Needham, MA
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If you would like to add value to your home by re-engineering 
an existing space, call us today (781) 453-0414. 

See more examples of our projects at 
TibmaDesignBuild.com. It’s our specialty!


